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foundation was membership of the Christian Church :
firstly, with the ethical-political problem of poverty
and a man's duty to his neighbour ; and, secondly, with
the legal-political problem of sovereignty and the
rivalry between religious and secular authority. The
latter dispute lay primarily between the Popes and the
Emperors, and it naturally had its reactions in Catholic
England; but it has, I think, been over-emphasized
in the textbooks ; and to the average English burgess,
concerned with his workshop, his craft guild, and his
municipal affairs, remote from European wars both
of sword and principle, this battle for supremacy must
have meant extremely little. But the other problem—
the problem of poverty—was an intensely real one.
It is certainly wrong to regard the Middle Ages in
England as static. While it is true that manners and
methods of life and thought did not change with the
speed of to-day, it is plain that from the time of the
Crusades to the time of the Renaissance, English
society was in a continual, though gradual, state of
flux, Craft Guilds succeeded to Guilds Merchant, and
themselves sank into dissolution and decay. Feudalism
fell slowly to pieces, and a parallel process of pauperiza-
tion was taking place in urban and in rural life. The
transition from the old agriculture to the new pasture,
from the small equilitarian Guild to the large trading
and aristocratic Guild, was bound to create enormous
social gulfs and to set face to face with the new lords
of commerce a genuine proletariat on modern lines,
a mass of men without rights or property, selling their
labour as best they could. Let us once and for all be
rid of the complete illusion, sedulously planted by
Catholic propagandists, that England was always
merry until the Protestant came with the chimney-
pots of industrialism and the chimney-pot hat of

